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Venation pattern in the sphenophyll Trizygia speciosa
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There has been a running controversy about the independent taxonomic status of the genus Trizygia vis-a·vis
Sphenophyllum. The basic organisation of the foliage shoot in both the genera is apparently similar, except for the
trizygoid leaf whorls in the former. The trizygoid leaf whorls are, however, not unknown in Sphenophyllum. The two
genera can not be compared at the level of anatomy of the axes or the organisation of the fertile shoot as thiS
information is not available for Trizygia. The venation pattern in leaves of Trizygia has been analysed in detail with
a view to compare it with that of Sphenophyllum, when that information is forthcoming. The parameters chosen for
analysis include length, width and area-index of leaves and number of dichotomies, ultimates and dichotomy
levels.
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mE sphenophylls, important constituents of the
Northern Hemisphere Upper Carboniferous floras,
have a very distinctive foliage comprising a number
of leaves, generally in multiples of 3, arranged in
radially symmetrical whorls at each node of an
articulate axis. The foliage shoOts are referred to the
genus Sphenophyllum Koenig 1825 (International
Code of Botanical Nomenclature, 1982, p. 255,
ascribes the genus to Brongniart, 1828). The
sphenophyllalean foliage is also represented in
the Permian sediments of Gondwana, but only as a
minor component. The foliage shoOts named as
Trizygia speciosa Royle are different in haVing

characteristic radially asymmetrical (trizygoid)
whorls of 6 leaves at each node.

Trizygoid forms, however, do occur in the
Nonhern Hemisphere coal floras and some of the
species, e.g., Sphenophyllum oblongiJolium (Germar
& Kaulfuss 1831) Unger 1850 and S. sinocoreanum
Yabe 1922 have been considered to be closely
related to the Gondwana Trizygia speciosa (Asama,
1966). This fact coupled with apparent similarity in
epidermal features of Sphenophyllum and Trizygia
species led some authors to merge the two genera
(McClelland, 1850; Pant & Mehra, 1963). However,
Asama (J970) not only maintained separate identity
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of the two genera but established two more genera,
viz., Parasphenophyllum and Paratrizygia. He feels
that the straight or curved course of the veins has
significance for generic delimitation.

In view of the apparent confusion about the
taxonomic status of sphenophyll foliage genera we
decided to investigate the venation pattern The
present study deals with the venation pattern in
Trizygia speciosa Royle IH39

The foliage shoots of T speciosa have slender
articulate axes. Three pairs of leaves, different in
size, arise at each node in zygomorphic but
bilaterally symmetrical whorls. The maturation of
foliage shoots is acropetal, that is, the larger or older
whorls are towards the base and smalter or younger
whorls are towards the apex. However, a definite
basal or apical leaf whorl has not been reported so
far. The longer diameter of the leaf whorls greatly
varies and if the leaf size was taken to be a criterion
for establishing species, more than a species will
have to be chalked up.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The specimens of T speciosa selected for
analysis of the venation pattern were collected from
the roof shale and intercalated shale of Nega Seam,
Raniganj Formation, Raniganj Coalfield. After
preliminary examination of several hundred
specimens in field and laboratory, 99 better
preserved leaf whorls were selected for study. The
leaves were probahly very delicate because more
often than not their carbonified crust is found in
oxidized state. Only those specimens were selected
in which leaves were complete and \'eins ,;"'ere
traceable from base to apex of the lamina.

The length, wielth and are3-index of lea\'es,
number of dichotomies, ultimates and dichotomy
levels, nodal distances and angle of lea\-es were
observed by wetting the specimens with liqUid
paraffin or >"1'101 or with a mixture of both.

OBSERVATIONS

The leaves of the first or uppermost pair are
inserted at an angle of 5S 0 -85 0 at the node_ The
point of insertion is usually concealed and could be
ascertained only after removing the o\'erlying axis
The leaves of second or micldle p3ir are inserted
more or less at right angles, one each on either side
of the axis whereas the leaves of the third or
lowermost pair are pendulous and inserted on the
exposed surface of the axis at an angle of 135 0 I)') 0

The first pair leaves are larger and are 0_7 to 2.9
cm long and 0.3 to 0.9 cm wide at the broadest
point. The second or middle pair leaves are more or

less similar and are 0.7 to 2.9 cm long and 0.3 to 1
cm wide.

The third pair leaves are comparatively small,
0.4 to 2 cm long and 0.2 to 1 cm wide. The
relationship between leaf length and width is
plotted in Text·figures 1·3. It is apparent from the
figures that the relationship between the two is quite
consistent. The relationships between area-index
(length l< width) and length and between area-index
(length )( width) and width are also apprOXimately
the same (Text·figure 4) in leaves of all pairs. The
lamina of leaves are entire and Simple with rounded
apices. The length of internodes increases
basipetally in successive whorls and ranges from 0.5
to 2.5 cm in observed specimens.

Table 1 summarizes observations on 230 normal
leaves (68 of first pairs, 77 of second pairs and 85 of
third pairs) from 99 whorls. In ')3 whorls, leaves of
all the 3 pairs are satisfactorily presel'\'ed while in 46
whorls leaves of only one or the other pair are
suitable for observation Fi\'e abnormal leaves C3
leaves of first pair and 1 each of the second and third
pair) were also studied

The minimum total number of vein dichotomies
is seven, which has been observed in smallest leaves
of all the 3 pairs (Text-figure 5.1). In this case the
dichotomy category is: 1 of I-order, 2 of II-order and
4 of III-order, totalling 7 dichotomies. The minimum
number of ultimate veins (ultimates) is 8, all being
III-order ultimates.

Leaves in which veins reach the fourth-level
dichotomy normally should have a total of 15
dichotomies including 8 dichotomies of the IV­
order. However, hardly any leaf has more than 6
dichotomies of the IV·order and hence the highest
total number of dichotomies in such leaves is only
13. Rather some leaves have onty 1 dichotomy of IV­
order. In all cases, the two peripheral ultimates of
III-order, one on each side, do not dichotomize,
thus the maximum number of ultimates is fourteen
(Text· figures 52-5.7)

The V·order dichotomy level is reached only
when all the 6, IV-order dichotomies are present. Of
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Text-figure 3-Relationship between length and width in the
third pair leaves

the 12 I\··order \'eins resulting from these dicho·
tOmies, only 1·10 vein further dichotomies and
thus a maximum of 24 ultimates can be present in a
leaf. Although the fifth· level dichotomy usually takes
place in the central veins, it may occur in any of 12
Worder veins (Text·figures 58·5.17).

A few leaves show slight variation in venation
pattern. Three first pairs leaves, with maximum fifth·
level dichotomy have unusual venation. One leaf
with 14 dichotomies though has only 5, against the
usual 6, IV·order dichotomies, yet it reaches the V·
order dichotomy level. In this leaf 2 out of the 10,
IV·order veins have entered the fifth level of
dichotomy without satisfying the condition that all
the 6 potential III·order veins be present (Text· fig.
5.20). The second leaf has got all the possible 8, IV·

order dichotomies, instead of the normal 6, and 6, V·
order dichotomies. Here all the 8, III-order veins,
including the 2 peripheral ones dichotomize (Text·
fig. 5.22). The third leaf has 7, IV-order dichotomies,
one more than the usual 6, and 8 V·order
dichotomies. Here only one peripheral I11·order vein
has not dichotomized (Text·fig. 5.21). A second pair
leaf with 12 dichotomies has 5, IV·order
dichotomies, 4 in one half and only one in the other
half of the lamina. Here all the 4, III-order veins
including peripheral one in one half, have
dichotomized (Text· fig. 5.18). A third pair leaf also
shows fifth level dichotomy though only 5, IV-order
dichotomies are present. Here one out of 10 IV·
order veins has dichotomized (Text· fig. 5.19).
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Table I-Observed first, second and third pair leaves with maximum dichotomy levels, length x width-range, number of
dichotomies and ultimates and their orders

Maximum Number of leaves Length x width Number of dichotomies Number of ultimates and

dichotomy level (mm) and their order their order

FIRST PAIR

third 4 7-9 x 3-4 7 8
1 (1),2 (11),4 (III) 8(111)

fourth 46 9-25 x 3-8 8"-13 9-14
1 (1),2 (11),4 (Ill), 1-6 (IV) 7 (III), 2 (IV) to 2 (111),12 (IV)

fifth 18 14-29 x 5-9 14-23 15-24
1 (1),2 (II), 4 (III), 6 (IV), 2 (Ill), 11 (IV),

1-10 (V) 2 (V) to 2 (III) 2 (IV), 20 (V)

SECOND PAIR

third 4 7-9 x 3-4 7 8
1 (1),2 (II), 4 (Ill) 8(111)

fourth 44 9-25 x 3-9 9-14 10-14
1 (1),2 (11),4 (Ill), 2-6 (IV) 6 (III), 4 (IV) to 2 (III), 12 (IV)

fifth 29 13-29 x 4-10 14-22 15·23
1 (I), 2 (II), 4 (III), 6 (IV), 2 (Ill), 11 (IV), 2 (V) 10

1-9 (V) 2 (III), 3 (IV), 18 (V)

THIRD PAIR

third 5 4-5 x 2-3 7 8
1 (I), 2 (II), 4 (Ill) 8(111)

fourth 60 4-20 x 3-10 9-13 10-14
1 (I), 2 (II), 4 (III), 6 (Ill), 4 (IV) to

2-6 (IV) 2 (111), 12 (IV)

fifth 20 7-20 x 5-10 14-20 15-21
1 (I), 2 (II), 4 (Ill), 2 (III), 11 (IV), 2 (V) 10

6 (IV), 1-7 (V) 2 (Ill), 5 (IV), 14 (V)

Numbers outside the parentheses indicate dichotomy or ultimate orders, respectively, mentioned in Roman numerals within the
parentheses.

The relationships of total dichotomies to the
length (Text-figs 6·8), to the width (Text-figs 9-11)
and to the area- index (length x width, text- figures
12-14) in the leaves of all the pairs are more or less
parallel. In Text-figures 6-11, the variation in
dimensions of individual leaves having equal
number of dichotomies is shown by the vertical
lines. For example, the leaves having 13 dichotomies
are 10 to 20 mm long in first pair (Text-fig. 6), 10 to
20 mm long in second pair (Text-fig. 7) and 5 to 14
mm long in the third pair (Text-fig. 8). For less than
10 or more than 15 dichotomies, the deviation in
length range is small except in the third pairs where
leaves having 17 dichotomies may be 10 to 19 mm in
length. That is to say the greatest length variation is
usually among the leaves having 11 to 15
dichotomies.

The greatest width variation, like that of length
occurs among the leaves having 11 to 15

dichotomies in all the pairs (Text-figs 9-11). For
example, leaves with 13 dichotomies vary from 3 to
8 mm in width. The variation in width is very small
in leaves with less than 11 or more than 17
dichotomies.

In terms of length, the maximum variation in
dichotomy numbers occurs at 10 and 23 mm in the
first pairs, 22 and 24 mm in the second pairs and 9
mm in the third pair leaves. In terms of width the
maximum variation in numbeF of dichotomies
occurs at 8 mm in the first pairs, 4 mm in the second
pairs and 3 mm in the third pair leaves.

The relationship between area-index
(length x width) and number of dichotomies is
shown in Text-figures 12 to 14. The greatest area­
index variation, like that for length and Width,
occurs among the leaves having 11 to 15
dichotomies. The leaves having 13 dichotomies vary
in area-index from 30 to 185 in first, 30 to 126 in
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2

Text-figure 5- Diagramatic representation of variation in leaf venation. Text·figure 5.1 represents the basic skeleton of venation in leaves
of all pairs. Text·figures 52 to 5.17 illustrate the increasing number of dichOtomies and dichotomy levels. Text·figures 518 to 5.22
represent unusual venation.
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dicholOmies in leaves of first pair Venical lines show length
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sequent dia~rams

second, and 15 to 112 in the third pair leaves.
The frequency of leaves with different

dichotomy numbers and dichotomy levels is shown
in Text-figure 15. The data is plotted from leaves of
53 complete whorls. The majority of leaves in all the
3 pairs have 13 dichotomies. The frequency of leaves
with 7 dichotomies increases from first to third pairs
and frequency of leaves with higher number of
dichotomies decreases from first to third pairs. The
analysis of data indicates that although the leaves of
the 3 pairs are dissimilar in dimensions yet have
similar venation pattern.

Fifteen dichotomies are possible after the
completion of fourth level dichotomy and 31
dichotomies after the fifth level dichotomy, i.e., 1
dichotomy of the I-order, 2 dichotomies of the II­
order, 4 of the Ill-order, 8 of the IV-order and 16 of
the V-order.

Of the five dichotomy levels, first to third (With
total 7 dichotomies) are present in all the leaves,
'from smallest to largest. Except for a couple of
leaves, only 6 out of the possible 8 dichotomies
could be observed after the fourth dichotomy level
(With 13 total dichotomies). Two outermost veins,

Number of Dichotomies
Second pair Leaves

Text-figure 7-Relationship between length and number of
dichotomies in leaves of second pair. Venical lines show
length variation found in leaves having same number of
dichotomies.
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Total whorls stlldied = 53

Table 2-0bserved complete whorls (Identical or unldea­
tical) with num~r of dichotomies In leaves of
all tbe 3 pairs

dichotomy resulting into 2 dichotomies and 4
ultimates of the IV-order; 6 III-order ultimates have
remained unbranched further.

-There are three whorls that show third pair
leaves with 7 dichotomies (8 ultimates) but their
first and second pair leaves have entered the fourth
level dichotomy resulting in 8 to 11 dichotomies (9
to 12 ultimates, respectively). One to 4, III-order
veins enter the fourth level dichotomy to produce 1
to 4 dichotomies (2 to 8 ultimates respectively)
leaving 7 to 4 III-order ultimates respectively,
unforked. In a rather rare condition, the third pair
leaves have more dichotomies than those of the
other cwo pairs. One such unusual whorl shows its
first and second pair leaves with 7 dichotomies (of
up to third level dichotomy) but its third pair leaves
have unusually entered the fourth level dichotomy
to produce 4 dichotomies resulting 8, IV-order
ultimates, leaVing 4 III-order ultimates, 2 each on
either side on the periphery.

Number of Number of Number of
dichotomies dichotomies dichotomies

in first in second in third
pair leaves pair leaves pair leaves

7 7 7
9 7 7
8 9 7

10 10 7
10 II 7
12 13 10
7 7 II

II 11 11
12 12 12
13 12 12
13 13 12
15 15 12
11 10 13
11 13 13
13 13 13
13 14 13
15 13 13
15 14 13
15 15 13
15 15 14
15 14 15
15 15 15
16 15 15
21 15 15
19 17 15
14 14 17
17 17 17
20 22 17
22 17 18
22 22 19
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one on either side, do not enter into fourth level
dichotomy.

The highest number of dichotomies observed is
23 (with 10 dichotomies of fifth level dichotomy)
and the lowest number of dichotomies observed is
7 (with third level dichotomy).

The number of dichotomies may either be equal
in all the leaves of a whorl or may vary slightly. Out
of the fiftythree complete whorls studied, all the
leaves in cwentytwo whorls have equal number of
dichotomies (Table 2). For example, one of the
smallest and youngest whorls in our study has only 7
dichotomies (8 ultimates) in all the leaves; none of
the dichotomies entering the fourth level
dichotomy. In another smaller whorl the second and
third pair leaves have 7 dichotomies each (8
ultimates) whereas the first pair leaves have 9
dichotomies (10 ultimates). In the latter pair, 2 out
of the 8 III-order veins, have entered the fourth level
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form the basis of venation. Each dichotomizes two to
four times and produces usually similar venation
pattern in its respective half.

Further dichotomy of two basic I-order veins
results into 4, II-order veins. The two successive
dichotomies, first and second, occur so close to the
point of attachment that 2-4 veins are apparently
seen entering the lamina base. The 4, II-order veins
further dichotomize. Thus a total of 7 dichotomies
results into 8 ultimates, the minimum for a leaf.
These 8, III-order veins may terminate as ultimates
in younger and smaller leaves or a maximum of 6
may further divide. The two III-order peripheral
veins, one in either half, normally do not
dichotomize.

Although more than one vein may usually be
seen entering the base of the leaf yet the fact is that
the venation in all the leaves of Trizygia speciosa
results from a single vein (frequently distinct in
younger and smaller leaves) which arises from a
single trace at the point of leaf attachment. The
initial vein after the first dichotomy results into two
basic I-order veins, one for the left and other for the
right half of the lamina. These two costae (veins)

DISCUSSION

In leaves with total 11 dichotomies, 4 out of 8,
Ill-order veins, two in either half of lamina, enter the
fourth level dichotomy. Thus the leaves have 4, III­
order and 8, IV-order ultimates. If the total number
of dichotomies is 12, then 5, III-order veins enter the
fourth level dichotomy, thus producing 3, III-order
and 10. IV-order ultimates. In leaves with 13
dichotomies, all III-order veins, except 2, one on
either side, divide to produce 12, IV-order ultimates,
remaining two being of III order

All the leaves that have a total of 14 or more
dichotomies, one or more veins enter the fifth level
dichotomy. There is no definite trend as to leaves of
which pair will first enter the higher level
dichotomy.

A total of 17 complete whorls, show fifth level
dichotomy. All the leaves in 11 whorls show V-order
dichotomy but one such whorl has first pair leaves
with 7, IV-order dichotomies, one more than the
usual 6. In 4 whorls the third pair leaves do not
attain fifth level dichotomy. One whorl has only first
pair leaves with V-order dichotomy while still
another whorl has only second pair leaves with fifth
level dichotomy. Another group of 20 whorls also
shows V-order dichotomies but in these whorls one
or the othe; leaf pair is not well-preserved.
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Text-figure 13-Relationship between area·index (lenglh x

width) and number of dichotomies in leaves of second pair
Venical lines show area· index variation in leaves having [he

same number of dichOLOmies.

The maximum dichotomy level found in leaves
of all pairs is 3 to 5 and that of dichotomies is 7 to 23
(8 to 24 ultimates, respectively). No leaf of any pair
has been observed possessing less than 7
dichotomies (8 ultimates) with the maximum third
dichotomy level or more than 23 dichotomies (24
ultimates) with the maximum third dichotomy level
or more than 23 dichotomies (24 ultimates) with the
maximum fifth dichotomy level.

The leaves advance into the fourth dichotomy
level mostly in larger and older leaves_ The first
leaves of a whorl are usually the first to enter the
next higher dichotomy level. The leaves with fourth
dichOtomy level may have 8 to 13 dichotomies and 9
to 14 ultimates, respectively. At this level all the 6,
III-order pOtential veins are satisfied by the IV·order
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dichotomies, except in a few cases where the leaf
has produced one V-order dichotomy after satisfying
all but one potential III-order vein by the IV-order
dichotomies.

The leaves advance into fifth dichotomy level,
generally after filling all the 6, IV-order dichOtomies.
The leaves possessing fifth level of maximum
dichotomy, the highest level in the present study
and found in leaves of all the pairs, may have 14 to
23 dichOtomies (15 to 24 ultimates, respectively).
The highest number of dichotomies in first pair
leaves is 23 (10, V-order dichOtomies) observed in a
single leaf, in second pair leaves 22 (9, V-order
dichotomies) observed in two leaves and in third
pair leaves 20 (7, V-order dichotomies) observed in
a single leaf.

Asama (1966) proposed two types of
evolutionary series in Sphenophyllum, (1)
Sphenophyllum ob/ongijolium series, changing in
order of S. ob/ongzjolium - S. speciosum - s.
sincoreanum and (2) Sphenophyllum lhonii series,
changing in order of s. shansiense - s. Thonii - s.
lhonii var. minor. According to him in the former,
trizygoid series represented in Cathaysian and
Gondwana floras, the size of the leaf segment

Text-figure 14-Relallonship between area· index (Ienglh x

width) and number of dichotomies in leaves of third pair
Venical lines show variation in area· index in leaves having
the same number of dichotomies.
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Number of dichotomies

Text-figure 15-Comparative frequency of leaves with different
number of dichotomies Broken line with dOl, solid line and
broken line represent leaves of first, second and third pairs
respect ive Iy.
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length and number of dichotomies, leaf width and
number of dichotomies, area·index of leaves and
frequency of dichotomies. Sphenophyllales is a large
group comprising a number of species distributed in
southern and northern palaeofloristic zones from
Lower Carboniferous to Upper Permian or Lower
Triassic and hence one may expect a considerable
variation in venation pattern. Detailed analyses of
venation pattern in other species of the group may
indicate affinities between northern and southern
members of the group. The botanical affinities of
Trizygia speciosa are certainly with the Arthrophyta,
notwithstanding the alleged connection between
Trizygia speciosa Royle foliage shoot and
Vertebraria indica Royle, a gymnospermic root axis
(Maithy, 1976). It is just one of the million examples
of overlap of a fossil by another. This fact was
overlooked in the excitement of a new discovery and
to justify his observation Maithy (1976, p. 273, 274)
even found morphographical and anatomical
differences between Vertebraria and the axis
reported by him (1976, pI. 1, figs 2, 4,5,6; pI. 2, fig.
9), where none eXisted.
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